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Serial No. 09/966,504 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please make the following claim substitutions: 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A method of format detection for information having an 

2 information rate and received over a communication channel of a communication 

3 system, the method comprising the steps of: 

4 determ i n i ng tho format of tho r e c e iv e d i nformation from tho informat i on rato and 

5 a measur e ment of a measuring the time period during which the information was 

6 received at a power level that is equal to or above a defined threshold whereby wherein 

7 the time period is measured by detecting transitions in the power level of s ymbols 

8 carry i ng the received information, and 

9 calculating the amount of information in said received information during the 

10 measured time period as a function of said information rate and said measured time 
n period. 

12 the amount of information received during the measured time period being 

dependent on which of a plurality of information formats is the format of said received 
information, and said method further comprising determining the format of said received 

15 information from said calculated amount of information. 



1 2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wh e r e wherein said transitions are 

2 detected by the t i me por i od i s m e asured from a s l id i ng w i ndow and a rat i o of m e asur e d 

3 av e rag e power va l ues for tho sl i d i ng w i ndow 

4 a) measuring the average power of a received signal carrying said information 

5 over a first time window of a certain time width. 

6 b) measuring the average power of said received signal over a plurality of second 

7 time windows of said certain time width, each said second time window beginning at a 

8 respective time after the start of said first time window. 

9 c) comparing the power measured in step a with each of the powers measured in 

10 step b. and 

n d) identifying the occurrence of said transitions as a function of the results of said 

12 comparing. 
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1 3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the said communication channel 

2 is a guiding channel , wherein said guiding channel contains blocks of data with a unique 

3 format, and wherein the format of other channels is associated with said unique format 

4 of said guiding channel and the rcco i vcd i nformat i on is extracted from the guid i ng 

5 chann el. 

1 4. (Currently amended) A method of format detection for information having an 

2 information rate and received over a communication channel of a communication 

3 system, the method comprising the step of: 

4 determining the format of the received information from the information rate and 

5 a measurement of a time period during which the information was received at a power 

6 level that is equal to or above a defined threshold wherein the time period is measured 

7 bv detecting transitions in the power level of symbols carrying the information. 

8 wherein the communication channel is a guiding channel and the received 

9 information is extracted from the guiding channel, and 

'io Tho mothod of claim 3 further compr i s i ng tho stop of prov i ding q lookup tab l e 

n conta i n i ng determining the format of information in other channels based on the format 

12 of said guiding channel, wherein M a li st of M i nformation size va l uoo information blocks 

13 of defined size for the said guiding channel are associated with M and li sts of M 

14 i nformat i on s i zo vq I uoq information blocks of defined size for each of said other 
is channels where M is an integer. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4 where the said communication system i s 

2 a channel carries 3GPP compliant UTMS communication system signals . 

1 6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4 where wherein the step of determining 

2 the said format of the said received information comprises the steps of: 

3 calculating an estimated information size value for information extracted from the said 

4 guiding channel by multiplying the said information rate te by said the measured time 

5 period; 
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6 selecting at least one information size value candidate from th e li st of M information size 

7 values for the said guiding channel based on the calculated estimated information size 

8 value; and 

9 applying the selected candidates to an algorithm for determining an actual information 

10 size value of the said information extracted from the said guiding channel when the said 
n estimated information size value is not equal to any of the said M information size 

12 values in tho li st for the said guiding channel. 

1 7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6 where wherein the step of calculating an 

2 estimated information size value further comprises tho stop of rounding off the said 
' v l 3 calculated information size value to a nearest integer value. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6 whore wherein the format of the 

2 extracted information is determined from the said calculated estimated information size 

3 value when that value is equal to one of the said M information size values in the l i st for 

4 the said guiding channel. 

5 9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 6 where wherein the step of applying the 

6 selected candidates to ae said algorithm for determining an actual information size 

7 value comprises tho stop of: performing an error correcting decode operation on the 

8 said extracted information that yields a result on which a tail bit test and an error 

9 detecting decode operation are performed. 

10 10. (New) The method of claim 3 wherein the transitions in said power level occurs at 
n the beginning and end of received blocks of data. 

1 (New) A method for use in a system in which information is communicated 

2 between communicating entities via a plurality of signals each transmitted 

3 over respective one of a plurality of channels using a selected one of a 

4 plurality of formats, there being for each format a respective information block 

5 size for each of said channels, the power of the signal transmitted over at 

6 least a particular one of said channels, serving as a guiding channel, being 

7 equal to or above a defined threshold when a block is being transmitted over 
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8 that channel, the method comprising: 

9 identifying said selected format in response to a determination of the 

10 block size being used in said guiding channel, and 
n determining the block size being used in the others of said channels 

12 based on the identified format. 

13 CHARACTERIZED IN THAT the determination of the block size being 

14 used in said guiding channel is made by measuring the time period during which at least 

15 a complete one of said blocks of information was received over said guiding channel by 

16 detecting transitions in the power level of the signal on that channel, and 
determining said block size as a function of said information rate and 

said measured time period. 

(IS^ i 12. (New) The invention of claim 1 1 wherein said determining said block size 

2 as a function of said information rate and said measured time period 

3 comprises: 

4 calculating an estimated block size bv multiplying said information rate 

5 bv said measured time period; 

6 selecting at least one block size candidate from among the block sizes 

7 specified by said formats for said guiding channel, said selecting being based 

8 on said estimated block size: and 

9 identifying as the actual block size being used in said guiding channel 

10 bv attempting to decode information communicated in said guiding channel 
n utilizing the block size candidates and determining which of said block size 
12 candidates gives rise to a correct decode. 
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